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In the month of July, 1833, two adventurers, Samuel Re
sique and John Noble, left Chicago on an expedition to make
claims in advantageous locations, with the view of selling them
on speculation. They followed the Lake shore north from
Chicago, until they unexpectedly came upon the settlement of
the Emigration Company, at Pike Creek. The usual marks,
such as furrows made through the woods and openings by a
plough, indicated that the lands in the vicinity of Pike Creek
were already claimed. The prospect for making any specula-
tion here, at first appeared rather dubious; still the place had
many natural attractions, and they lingered around a couple
of days, to enjoy the quiet scenery. Washington Island was
then in its primitive glory; the groves of young oak upon it had
never yet been disturbed by the woodman’s axe. Attracted by
its inviting beauty, they passed over to spend an hour in this
primeval forest. Resique and Noble were experienced squat-
ters; their quick perceptions soon discovered, that if the Island
had a reputed claimant, he was not in fact a legal one, accord-
ing to the squatter code; several important particulars had
evidently not been complied with. There was no shanty on the
land, and no resident squatter on the Island. Resique and
Noble at once came to the conclusion to lay claim to the entire
Island, and for this purpose, immediately proceeded, by the
help of a hatchet, to erect an encampment, and otherwise make
a proper claim demonstration. Having completed their cabin,
Resique returned to Chicago, to procure a supply of provisions
and other necessaries, while Noble remained to keep posses-
sion of the Island. As soon as it was ascertained by the Pike
Creek squatters, that the two strangers seriously intended to
take possession of the Island, Noble was ordered to leave the
premises without delay; this he resolutely refused to do. It
was next proposed to eject him foreibly; but the more dis-
creet rejected this proposition, as not being compatible with
squatter law. It was finally concluded to proceed against



